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A RESOLUTTON

1 Di rec t ing  the  Jo in t  S ta te  Government  Commiss ion  to  es tab l i sh  a
2  Leg is la t i ve  task  fo rce  w i th  an  adv isory  commi t tee  o f  exper ts
3  t o  r e v i e w ,  u p d a t e  a n d  c o d i f y  P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s  p u b l i c  h e a l - t h
4  l a w .

5  WHEREAS,  Pennsy lvan ia 's  pub l i c  hea l th  l -aw is  a  pa tchwork  o f

6  s t a t u t e s  m o s t l y  c o n t a i n e d  i n  P u r d o n ' s  T i t l e  3 5  ( H e a l t h  a n d

7  S a f e t y ) ,  b u t  a l s o  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  o t h e r  t i t l - e s ,  o 1 d  c a s e

8 law and Sta te  and loca l  regu la t ions , '  and

9 WHEREAS,  Many o f  Pennsy lvan ia 's  pub l i c  hea l th  s ta tu tes  da te

1 0  t o  t h e  1 9 5 0 s  o r  e a r l i e r ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t  o f

1 1  A p r i l  2 3 ,  1 9 5 6  ( 1 9 5 5  P . L . 1 5 1 0 ,  N o . 5 0 0 ) ,  k n o w n  a s  t h e  D i s e a s e

t 2  P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  C o n t r o l  L a w  o f  1 9 5 5 ;  a n d

1 3  W H B R E A S ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s  p u b l i c  h e a l t . h  c a s e  l a w  d a t e s

1 4  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  f a t e  1 9 t h  a n d  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  p r e d a t i n g

1 5  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d u e  p r o c e s s  s t a n d a r d s ;  a n d

16 WHEREAS,  The Admin is t ra t i ve  Of f i ce  o f  Pennsy lvan ia  Cour ts  and

11 the  Un ivers i ty  o f  P i t t sburgh Graduate  Schoo l -  o f  PubI ic  Hea l th

1B Center  fo r  Pub l - i c  Hea l th  Preparedness  deve loped a  Pennsy lvan ia



1 Pub l ic  Hea l th  Law Bench Book fo r  judges ,  showing the  need to

2  subs tan t ia l l y  upgrade PennsyJ-van ia 's  pub l i c  hea l - th  l -aw;  and

3 WHEREAS,  Increased g loba l  t rave l  and emerg ing  b io log ica l

4  t h r e a t s  h a v e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c r e a t i n g  s e r i - o u s  S t a t e w i d e  p u b l i c

5  h e a l t h  c o n c e r n s ;  a n d

6  W H E R E A S ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  l a w ,  i n c l u d i n g

7  s t a t u t e s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  c a s e  l a w ,  s h o u l d  b e  r e v i e w e d  s o  t h e

8 law may be  updated  and cod i f ied  to  address  modern  pub l j -c  hea l th

9  i s s u e s ;  a n d

10

11

1,2

I A T I l t r R t r A q  T h a  a m o r d a n . \ z  m : n : n a m o n l -  q a r r r i  r"  - r e s  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  3 5

p a  - c _ S -  ( r e l a t . i n n  f  a  1 - , a -  r + r . ,  r n ^  q : f a l - r z \  a r a  t h e  o n l w  n r o v i s i o n s\ ! v + s e r r r y  L v  r l E q r L f r  a r r u  D q ! E u y  I  q L 9  u r l E  v r r r y  I J ! v v

o f  t h e  t i t l e  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  c o d i f i e d ;  a n d

13 WHEREAS,  Cod i f i ca t ion  is  the  process  o f  rev j -s ing  and

1 4  r e s t a t i n g  s t a t u t e s  i n t o  a  c o n c i s e  c o d e  o f  f a w  t h a t  i s  c 1 e a r ,

1 5  c o n s i s t e n t  a n d  o r g a n i z e d ;  a n d

1 6  W H E R E A S ,  T h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  l a w  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  3 5  P a . C . S .

I ' l  shou ld  be  cod i f ied  so  tha t  thev  are  conso l ida ted  w i th  the

1B emergency  management  serv ices  prov is ions  o f  the  t i t l -e ;  there fore

L 9  b e  i t

20 RESOLVED,  That  the  Senate  d i rec t  the  Jo in t  S ta te  Government

21-  Commiss ion  to  es tab l i sh  a  leq is la t i ve  task  fo rce  w i th  an

22 adv isory  commi t tee  o f  exper ts  to  rev i -ew,  update  and cod i fy

2 3  P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  l a w ;  a n d  b e  i t  f u r t h e r

24 R E S O L V E D ,  T h a t  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  t a s k  f o r c e  b e  c r e a t e d  c o n s i s t i n g

25 o f  two members  appo in ted  by  the  Pres ident  p ro  tempore  o f  the

26 Senate  and two members  appo in ted  by  the  Minor i ty  Leader  o f  the

2 1  S e n a t e ;  a n d  b e  i t  f u r t h e r

28  RESOLVED,  That  the  task  fo rce  c rea te  an  adv isorv  conrmi t tee

29 composed o f  exper ts  on  pub l ic  hea l th  law;  and be  i t  fu r ther

30  RESOLVED,  That  the  task  fo rce  and adv isory  commi t tee  repor t
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to  the  Senate  w i th reco f t rmended leq is la t ion .
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